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son, and another on all the plays about Don
Carlos which have been written in various ages
and countries.

Equally surprising to those unacquainted with
Mr. Summers' proclivities, but very useful to
students of our theatrical history, are his ex-
haustive excursions into thespian biography.
Not only the stars but the actors with walking-on
parts are traced, as far as is possible, through
their professional and private lives. The Mon-
tague Summers of 2127 A.D., should the portent
recur, will have at his fingers' ends all the facts
about Interference, The Ringer, and Rose Marie,
and their authors ; and no secrets will be hid
from him concerning the lives, not merely of such
notable performers as Sir Gerald du Maurier and
Mr. Billy Merson, but of all the humbler butlers,
crooks, and chorus-girls whose names their con-
temporaries callously overlook,

But who could mind ? Mr. Summers's enthu-
siasm and raciness are such that he could impart
life to a time table. When I ended these volumes
I felt that, profane though it may sound, I had
rather read another hundred pages of Mr.
Summers than another hundred pages of Otway,
unless the dramatist were to be at his very best.
Mr. Summers pours out cascades of facts from
his great horn of plenty with unfailing gusto
and pugnacity, exaggerating the merits of his
hero, vigorously thumping everybody he dislikes,
notably persons who dislike excessive " frank-
ness " on the stage and persons who differ from
him about the merits of the Restoration drama*
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